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Farewell from the Wader Beach Team.
The Wader Beach litter hotspots
project has finally come to an end
after nearly 2 and a half years!
Quite a few of us were aware of the
litter building up on Wader Beach,
but the project really began the day
we took this photo at the end of July
2014. It was obvious that
something needed to be done.
The Victorian Government Litter Hotspots program provided funding for us
to try to solve the problem. We carried out a survey to find out what the
litter consisted of and where it was coming from.
We learnt that the debris on the beach consisted mainly of small plastic
pieces from bags, bottles, food containers and other plastic waste slowly
disintegrating into bite-sized pieces for the local fauna.
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We also learnt that it was washed up by tidal action, winds, storms and
flows down local waterways. The clockwise currents in the Bay bring the
waste onto the shore to be trapped by the curve of the shoreline.
In others words it comes from everywhere around the Bay! The only longterm solution is to avoid generating the waste in the first place.
We reached out to the wider community to spread the word about
minimising our wastes and caring more for our environment by organising
and participating in a wide range of activities on litter and waste
avoidance.
It has been an exciting journey. We have formed many strong
partnerships and friendships. We have worked with Friends of Greenwich
Bay to share and compare data across our very different sites. We have
met new community groups and shared our passion for reducing the
generation of waste.

Thank you to all our
volunteers and supporters!!
This project is funded through the Victorian Government's Litter Hotspots Program.
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Overall, we have
• Clocked up over $65,000 worth of volunteer hours
• Collected a years worth of litter survey data as evidence for policy makers
• Picked up over 1.3 tonnes of rubbish plus over 170 unweighed bags of litter
• Worked with over 350 volunteers at major clean ups
• Organised 24 activities in Hobsons Bay to reduce waste
• Attended numerous events in other areas to learn and share our experiences
• Inspected 24 gross pollutant traps (GPTs) in Hobsons Bay
• Published a comprehensive report on our activities including four detailed appendices:
o Litter Survey and Analysis
o Plastic in the Environment – a Literature Review
o Examination of Fish Gut Contents
o Waterways and Wetlands Investigations
Our report is available in full on our website at
http://www.friendsofwilliamstownwetlands.org.au/index.php/litter-project

Sadly our work is still not done. Governments at all levels
need to step up to put a real price on waste. Our report
provides the following recommendations for future actions.
• HBCC to review the status report on GPTs and use the
information to update management plans for the
stormwater systems in the municipality.
• Hobsons Bay Boomerang Bags to continue until such
time that single use plastic bags are no longer an
option for shoppers and are only available where there
is no alternative such as medical uses.
• Local community groups to seek council support on a
range of activities to reduce recreational fishing waste
such as:
o Promote reusable/returnable bait boxes.
Marilyn (Project Coordinator) and Peter
o Improved availability of fishing waste bins.
(Survey and Fish Gut Investigations) throw
o Make overtures to the local fishing clubs to hold
away our ‘Litter Hotspot Survey’ sign at the
information sessions on litter and associated
final clean up to mark the end of the project.
problems.
o Design and install a pictorial and userfriendly sign to engage the local community in
keeping their fishing spots clean and safe.
The North Western Shorelines Network
• HBCC to continue with its source reduction program
will continue on
on cigarette butts.
an informal
•
HBCC consider placing litter bins in or around JT
basis.
Gray Reserve at Maddox Road as this appears to be
one source of litter on Wader Beach and in the PaisleyChallis Wetlands.

Hobsons Bay Boomerang Bags will continue to make
The waderbeach@gmail.com address will
remain in use for all interested groups to
share events and suggest further gettogethers.

and share bags across Hobsons Bay. For more
information join us on FB at
https://www.facebook.com/group
s/HobsonsBayBoomerangBags/
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