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Welcome to our first Wader Beach
Update for 2016
Following the success of our Litter Hotspots project in
2014-2015, we have received further funding from the
Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group
(MWRRG) to implement the Action Plan developed
from our findings last year.

JMSCG

The Action Plan and associated reports can be found at
www.friendsofwilliamstownwetlands.org.au
This project will implement the Action Plan by:
•

T

•

•
•

Conducting surveys to gather more evidence on
litter sources and impacts on marine life.
Investigating waterways and drainage systems that
may transport litter into the Bay and onto Wader
Beach.
Raising awareness in the local community of the
impacts of litter and what they can do to help.
Strengthening partnerships and identifying
responsibilities for reducing litter into the future.

The project team reconvened on 7th January 2016 to
set out the overall direction for 2016-2017.
We look forward to working with all our volunteers. If
there is a particular activity that you would like to
participate in, please contact us at:
waderbeach@gmail.com and tell us what you would
like to help with.

This project is funded through the Victorian Government's Litter Hotspots Program.
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Conducting surveys to
gather more evidence on
litter sources and impacts
on marine life.

Team Leader: Peter Smith.
Peter is currently in conversation with PPEC, CSIRO,
Tangaroa Blue and the EPA citizen science program for
support and advice.
Tasks include:
• Continue regular quadrat surveys at Wader
Beach for the year
• Liaise with other groups carrying out coastal
litter surveys to ensure that the data collected by
the Wader Beach Team is compatible with other
litter data sets around Australia.
• Trial surveys using transects along the shoreline
for additional data.
• Literature searches on the impacts of plastic on
wildlife in other places to check on the
methodology and the results of the research.
• Collecting fish guts from local fishermen to
inspect the contents for plastic debris.

Collecting litter at Wader Beach

Team Leader: Nick Olliff
Nick is currently in conversation with
Melbourne Water and Hobsons Bay City
Council to obtain maps of drainage systems
and infrastructure.
Tasks include:
• Develop a map for all waterways and
drainage systems in the local area that
drain into the Bay.
• Visit litter traps where possible to
record status and gather information on
maintenance programs.
• Weather permitting, canoeing along
Koroit Creek to observe and
photograph litter trapped in vegetation.
• Re-visiting freshwater flows into the
Bay following severe storms to collect
litter.

Investigating
waterways and
drainage systems that
may transport litter into
the Bay and onto
Wader Beach.

Experimenting with portable litter traps in
Paisley-Challis drain.
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Raising awareness in the local community of the
impacts of litter and what they can do to help.
Team Leader: Marilyn Olliff
Marilyn is working closely with other volunteers to
engage local recreational groups and schools in litter
reduction campaigns. She is also working with Nicko
(Event organizer) to arrange clean ups and fun events
for the community during the coming year.
Tasks include:
•

•

Assess local litter hotspots monthly using the
Victorian Litter Action Alliance (VLAA) litter
rating tool for regular reporting in local
publications and via social media.
Engage with local recreation groups and
schools to raise awareness through
presentations, conversations and promoting
litter reduction activities such as Clean Up
Australia Day, Winter Clean ups and Plastic
Free July.

Scab Duty and 3016 Beach Patrol
raising awareness at a local event in
Williamstown.

Strengthening partnerships and identifying
responsibilities for reducing litter into the future.
Team Leader: Marilyn Olliff
Marilyn is working with David, Ian, Nicko and other volunteers to build
partnerships between government agencies and local community
groups to share ideas and support each other in our aim to reduce the
amount of litter entering Port Phillip Bay.
Tasks include:
•
•

•

Local saltmarsh

Identify responsibilities at all levels of government for litter
reduction in our local area.
Participate in the Baykeeper Catchment Education Project that
will develop litter champions around the Bay to lobby
government and provide support for all litter reduction activities
around the Bay.
Nominate a north-west shoreline ambassador for the Baykeeper
project. The Ambassador will organise 2-3 workshops each year
for all litter action groups from the mouth of the Yarra River to
Geelong. The workshops will provide opportunities for each
group to talk about their projects, to share ideas and discuss
common issues.
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Please come and help us!
Wader Beach project team
The Wader Beach project team meets regularly to ensure that the overall
project is progressing well and to manage any changes in our tasks. We
welcome any of our volunteers to join our project team.
Current members of the Wader Beach project team are:
Marilyn Olliff (FOWW) Project coordinator and team leader for
- Lorem Ipsum
community awareness-raising.
Nicko Lunardi (Scab Duty) Events Manager
Peter Smith (FOWW) Team leader for litter surveys and impact
investigations
Nick Olliff (FOWW/JMSCG) Team leader waterway investigations
Ian Rae (FOWW President)
David Speller (JMSCG President)
If you would like to join the project team, please contact us at
waderbeach@gmail.com

Follow us on facebook:

We aim to go from this…

www.facebook.com/FOWWInc

… to this!
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