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Australia–wide groups came to Melbourne in
February to help us with our fight against litter!
Tangaroa Blue Source Reduction Workshop at Hobsons Bay
A great talk by Heidi Taylor, TB Managing Director,
highlighted the need for robust data to help us plan our next
steps in reducing litter. Find out more at
https://www.facebook.com/t
angaroa.blue/?fref=ts
Hobsons Bay-wide litter surveys show
that cigarette butts are our biggest
problem. The workshop group elected to
develop a Source Reduction Campaign
(SRC) to assist Council with their ongoing
work to reduce butt litter.

T

Most of the litter at Wader Beach comes
from broken up single use plastic items.
The butt SRC will give us a great
opportunity to learn techniques to get our
message across to the wider community.

HBCC decal and butt bin
at Altona Beach

Let’s make single use plastic our next target!
Boomerang Alliance - Cash for Containers workshop
BA Director Jeff Angel outlined the work they have done to
successfully promote Cash for Containers in other States.
https://www.facebook.com/BoomerangAllia
nce/?fref=ts
Victoria is the last mainland state to commit
to the introduction of a 10 cents refund
scheme on empty bottles and cans. There
is plenty of evidence showing that such a
scheme can work and now even Coca Cola
is on board!
http://www.cocacolajourney.com.au/faq/environment/doyou-support-a-container-deposit-scheme

This project is funded through the Victorian Government's Litter Hotspots Program.
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Litter Survey news from Peter
We had the opportunity to catch some micro plastics using the Port Phillip EcoCentre manta net behind
the SV Pelican last week. We motored past Jawbone and Wader Beach to Point Cook Marine Reserve,
with two 30 minute trawls and caught some micro plastics for Bronnie to add to the PPEC database.
We also caught some lovely specimens of marine life (see photos on back page) and carefully put them
back when we had finished.
We are nearly at the end of our regular monthly surveys for the Wader Beach Report. Our data is being
added to the Tangaroa Blue database to add to the evidence of plastic waste around our coast. It
would be good if we could sign up a few volunteers to continue the surveys after our Litter Hotspot
project ends. Just send a message to waderbeach@gmail.com and we will contact you.
Bronnie (PPEC)
and Raf (Pelican
crew) haul in the
manta net.

The manta net is designed to
sample the surface of the
ocean as it is towed behind
the boat

Waterway News from Nick.
Mapping the drainage points and litter traps using Google
Maps and comparing the results with the Hobsons Bay City
Council drainage map is an interesting exercise.
We haven’t been able to find all the litter traps marked on
the HBCC map yet, but we did find a few extra drainage
outlets, particularly around Skeleton Creek.
Near one drain we found plenty of evidence to support the
need for a cigarette butt SRC! Sitting in the shade enjoying
the view while having a quiet smoke I get – but why spoil it
with your litter?

Nick (JMSCG), Andrew (HBCC) and
Shaun (HBCC) inspect the gross pollutant
trap at Kororoit Creek near the end of
McArthurs Road
45+ butts dropped by whoever sits here for
their smoko near Kororoit Creek.
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Raising awareness about plastic
problems
Hobsons Bay Boomerang Bags has been awarded a
sustainability grant by Council to help us continue making
and distributing bags. Thank you HBCC! We now have a
box of bags in ‘Replenish’ in Douglas Parade, Williamstown
as well as two boxes in Altona!
Boomerang bags are to borrow if you have forgotten your
own shopping bag. The bags are so good that some of
them are not coming back! We are now making bags to
sell for $5 so if you love the bags buy your own ‘Bought to
Support’ bag. Contact us hbbbgroup@gmail.com to buy
bags.

Our own Baykeeper Ambassador, Diver
Matt, is out and about with Sam the
Seadragon spreading the word!

Building partnerships and working together
North Western Shorelines get together
Our North Western Shorelines get together last week was a great success despite the
weather! Representatives from 14 local groups joined us to share their news.
It was much too cold to go in the water but we motored past Jawbone Marine Sanctuary
and Wader Beach ending
up at Point Cooke Marine
Sanctuary. Heidi Taylor
from Tangaroa Blue joined us and gave
an inspiring talk about their work around
Australia.
Natalie, our host on board, talked about
the history of the Pelican and some of
the great work it does. Diver Matt
entertained us with Sam the Seadragon
as we sailed back through rain, wind and
glimpses of sunlight to Gem Pier.

Clean up Australia Day is nearly
here!
Sunday March 5th is Clean Up Australia Day along Jawbone Reserve, Williamstown will be a fun day,
FOWW, JMSCG and 3016 Beach Patrol will be joined by Sea Shepherd volunteers and Scab Duty
throughout the day. Come along for half an hour or all day!
Ø Friends of Williamstown Wetlands at Paisley Challis Wetland 10-12pm. Meet at the corner of
Maddox Road and Kororoit Creek Road.
Ø Jawbone Marine Sanctuary Care Group at the Arboretum 10-12pm. Meet at the corner of Rifle
Range Drive and Mullins Court.
Ø 3016 Beach Patrol, Sea Shepherd Marine Debris Campaign Team and Scab Duty at Wader Beach
12-3pm . Meet at the Causeway opposite 18 Crofton Drive.
Everyone is welcome to us for a free BBQ at the Causeway from about 12noon.
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Please come and help us!
Wader Beach project team
We are always looking for volunteers and the Wader Beach project team
meets regularly to ensure that the overall project is progressing well and to
manage any changes in our tasks. We welcome any of our volunteers to
join our project team.
Current members of the Wader Beach project team are:
Ø Marilyn Olliff (FOWW) Project coordinator and team leader for - Lorem Ipsum
community awareness-raising.
Ø Peter Smith (FOWW) Team leader for litter surveys and impact
investigations
Ø Nick Olliff (FOWW/JMSCG) Team leader waterway investigations
Ø Ian Rae (FOWW President)
Ø David Speller (JMSCG President)
Ø Matt McArthur (Diver Matt) North Western Shorelines Baykeeper
Ambassador.
If you would like to join the project team, please contact us at
waderbeach@gmail.com
Follow us on facebook:

www.facebook.com/FOWWInc

Photos by Susie, local
Landcare facilitator.

Tiny critters (<2cm long) from the surface trawl. Do you know what they
are?
Answers in next months Update!

Hope to see you on Sunday 5th March at our clean up!
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