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Litter Hotspots Event at MWRRG
Last week the Litter Hotspots Team at the Metropolitan
Waste and Resource Recovery Group hosted a workshop
for representatives of all Victorian Government Litter hotspot
projects. Representing Wader Beach, Nicko and Marilyn
spoke about our progress to date.
It was a great opportunity to hear about the other projects
and to share ideas. Jodie from Friends of Kororoit Creek
introduced Barry the Butt. Barry has been out and about in
the Sunshine area with personal butt boxes for smokers to
take their butts home.
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Nicko sharing ideas
with other groups

Dates for your calendar!
th

Saturday 15 October 11am - Boomerang Bag Launch at
the Sustainability Expo, Louis Joel Centre, Altona.
Saturday 15th October 2pm – Sea Shepherd Marine Debris
Team clean up at Wader Beach. Meet at the Causeway,
Crofton Drive at 2pm.
Sunday 23rd October 10am - Our end of year Community
Celebration at Williamstown High School Bayview Campus,
Bayview Street Williamstown. Fun, activities and food!
This project is funded through the Victorian Government's Litter Hotspots Program.
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Conducting surveys to gather more evidence on litter sources and impacts on
marine life
Update from Peter (FOWW)
At the start of our project, Wader Beach had been undisturbed for decades and a huge
amount of litter had accumulated along the shoreline. Since that time we have held several
litter collections and four major clean ups in addition to our monthly surveys.
We are now collecting less litter each month from our
survey sites. This may be due to less litter migrating
from other areas of the beach. New litter is still being
blown in by storms and tides and some old litter is
coming to the surface due to erosion of sand from tidal
action and movement of dead sea grass. There is still a
lot of work to be done!

More tyres are
revealed after
strong tides

The best
thing about
Wader
Beach is
getting
close to the
birds

Investigating waterways and drainage systems that may transport litter into
the Bay and onto Wader Beach
Update from Nick (JMSCG/FOWW)
Gross Pollutant Trap (GPT) 16. We walked along Maidstone
St between the railway line and the roundabout at Queens
Rd and along some of the side roads looking for signs of a
GPT or at the very least sediment settling ponds but we
didn’t find any.
GPT 17 is not far from the park at
Kurrajong Drive, Altona Meadows.
Here we located an outfall with a green
mesh trap across the opening. The trap
was fairly full but we didn’t get any
closer to examine the contents owing to
a large snake in the way!

GPT 16 is marked on the
map somewhere near
Somers Parade, Altona
but we couldn’t find it.

GPT 18 couldn’t be
found either but this is
where it ought to be!

GPT18 is marked on the map where Merton Street goes
under the railway bridge. No GPT or sediment ponds were
observed at this point. However, there appears to be a major
storm water outlet into Laverton Creek. It had a lot of litter in
it and would be a good position to install a trap. Works are
underway nearby to channel the creek and mitigate flooding
under the railway bridge.
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Raising awareness in the local community of the impacts of litter and what they
can do to help.
Update from Marilyn
Our Boomerang Bag initiative is going well. Our first
CWA Altona workshop was a great success, with
stampers, ironers, pinners, stitchers and overlockers
making lots of bags.

On Sunday 18th September some
of the Wader Beach team went to
the ‘Suburb to Sea’ event at Point
Cook to meet up with some likeminded groups in Wyndham.
Don’t miss the Boomerang Bag launch at the
Sustainability Expo, Louis Joel Centre, Altona on
Saturday 15th October at 11am. Come along to hear
about how we can all avoid single use plastic bags.
Borrow and Bring Back a Boomerang Bag!!

Hosted by Bruce Boddington of
Point Cook Open Spaces, we had a
great time despite the cold weather
and listened to some interesting
talks about wetlands in the area
from Melbourne Water, Wyndham
City Council and NatureWest.

Strengthening partnerships and identifying responsibilities for reducing litter
into the future.
Team Leader: Nicko Lunardi
October will be a busy month for the Wader Beach
Project. We have been working with our partners to
prepare for the Boomerang Bag Launch, the Sea
Shepherd Marine Debris Team Clean Up at Wader
Beach and our end of year Community Event.
Please do come along to all or any of the events and
bring your friends. Free refreshments are available.
Stan from MWRRG and the litter
hotspot project leaders
And don’t forget to keep on avoiding single
use plastic to protect our local area!
A litter-free upper
lake at Jawbone
after heavy rain.
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Please come and help us!
Wader Beach project team
The Wader Beach project team meets regularly to ensure that the overall
project is progressing well and to manage any changes in our tasks. We
welcome any of our volunteers to join our project team.
Current members of the Wader Beach project team are:
Marilyn Olliff (FOWW) Project coordinator and team leader for
- Lorem Ipsum
community awareness-raising.
Nicko Lunardi (Scab Duty) Events Manager
Peter Smith (FOWW) Team leader for litter surveys and impact
investigations
Nick Olliff (FOWW/JMSCG) Team leader waterway investigations
Ian Rae (FOWW President)
David Speller (JMSCG President)
If you would like to join the project team, please contact us at
waderbeach@gmail.com

Follow us on facebook:

www.facebook.com/FOWWInc

Our
poster for
the litter
hotspots
meeting.
Please
contact
us if you
would like
a copy.
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