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Another busy month around Wader Beach
This month the Wader Beach Team has been busy spreading the
reduce-plastic message around Hobsons Bay with presentations
at the Laverton Community Association, Louis Joel Centre
Sustainability Expo, Point Gellibrand Rotary Club, and ending with
our end of year celebration at Williamstown High School last
Sunday.

Let’s hope for a Plastic Bag Ban.
The Environment and Planning Committee of the
Victorian Parliament is holding an Inquiry into Plastic Pollution.
You can find out more at

http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/about/news/3154community-input-invited-on-plastic-bag-bill
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Wader Beach partners and like-minded groups have made
submissions to the inquiry to ask for a ban on unnecessary
plastics. Let’s hope that Victoria joins much of the rest of the
world in taking some useful action to reduce plastic pollution
The recent Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery
Implementation Plan states that 66% of plastic waste goes to
landfill. We really don’t know how much ends up as litter,
however we hope that actions under the plan will encourage
everyone to avoid generating waste in the first place.

Bon Voyage, Nicko!
Next month Nicko Lunardi of Scab
Duty, is leaving us to join Sea
Shepherd as crew on the Steve Irwin.
Nicko has been an invaluable worker
for the Wader Beach project, bringing
energy, enthusiasm and lots of
volunteers to help us.
We’ll be very sad to see Nicko go, but
wish him all the very best in his next
great adventure. Our loss is Sea
Shepherd’s gain and I’m sure we will
hear more about Nicko’s fantastic
efforts to protect our natural
environment.
This project is funded through the Victorian Government's Litter Hotspots Program.
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While our litter surveys and investigations continue, this month’s update showcases our
Boomerang bags initiative and our end of year celebration for the Wader Beach project.
If you forget to take your reusable shopping bags to the shops in Altona
you can now borrow and bring back a ‘Boomerang bag’ to avoid picking
up a single-use plastic bag.

The Launch
After making over 100 bags, the Hobsons Bay Boomerang Bag initiative
was launched at the Louis Joel Centre Sustainability Expo. Wader
Beach Coordinator, Marilyn, told the story of how it all began in Hobsons
Bay as a joint venture between the Wader Beach project, Altona Village
Traders Association, Altona CWA and the Loom Room at Williamstown.

Our Bags are out there!
Sharon Walsh of AVTA successfully
campaigned to have our first box of
bags in the foyer of Coles in Pier
Street Altona, a major step forward
in our campaign.

Marilyn and Angela
Altair launch
Boomerang bags!

Kim (AVTA) and Scott
(Manager of Coles,
Altona) show off the
bags in Coles foyer.

A Boomerang Bag in
action!

Thanks Point Gellibrand Rotarians!
Last week Marilyn was invited to speak to the Point Gellibrand Rotary
Club dinner. The Rotarians were very interested in our work and are
keen to offer us support. This is wonderful news as we need to make
many more bags and boxes for distribution around our shopping
centres.
Ron Coleman of Point Gellibrand
Rotary Club shows off a
Boomerang Bag!

And last but not least
The Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Implementation Plan
states that 96% of textile wastes go to landfill. It may be just a small
amount but recycling fabric into Boomerang Bags is a step in the right
direction. Please help us in our campaign, sign up at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HobsonsBayBoomerangBags/
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Let’s celebrate!
To end another successful year of the Wader Beach project, we celebrated at
Williamstown High School last Sunday. We had lots of fun activities and some great
speakers.
Williamstown High
School Student
Aretha Stewart
does the
Acknowledgment
of country.

Tim Silverwood, CEO of Take
3, gives an inspiring talk about
worldwide progress with litter
campaigns.

Roberto the Connie and
Diver Matt meet one of
our visitors.

Nick and friends check out bugs from
the school’s wetlands

Sandy of JMSCG cooked a
terrific BBQ

3016 Beach
Patrol collected
8 bags of litter!
And we were all entertained by the
wonderful music group Harrison
during lunch!
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Please come and help us!
Wader Beach project team
The Wader Beach project team meets regularly to ensure that the overall
project is progressing well and to manage any changes in our tasks. We
welcome any of our volunteers to join our project team.
Current members of the Wader Beach project team are:
Marilyn Olliff (FOWW) Project coordinator and team leader for
- Lorem Ipsum
community awareness-raising.
Nicko Lunardi (Scab Duty) Events Manager
Sea Shepherd
Peter Smith (FOWW) Team leader for litter surveys and impact
investigations
Nick Olliff (FOWW/JMSCG) Team leader waterway investigations
Ian Rae (FOWW President)
David Speller (JMSCG President)
If you would like to join the project team, please contact us at
waderbeach@gmail.com

Follow us on facebook:

www.facebook.com/FOWWInc

Snippets from our October survey….
The tide was out opening up
the mudflats to Altona.
Fortunately there were no
dog walkers bringing their
dogs over.
Unfortunately a healthylooking fox was spotted
strolling along the waters
edge looking for lunch.
Such a beautiful animal, but
it really doesn’t belong on
our beach!

Worst find – a huge
lump of turquoise
paint or clay.

Best find – Marilyn’s
gold earring lost
during a previous
survey!
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