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Don’t Panic!
Just thinking about going plastic free is scary for some!

JMSCG

The Wader Beach team is ramping up activities for
Plastic Free July. Our task is to raise awareness across
the wider community about the damage done by singleuse plastic. We need to encourage everyone to have a
go at reducing his or her plastic use. Even reducing
consumption of one of the top four items will help. It’s
really not that hard. Check out
www.plasticfreejuly.org

Nurdle Fame
T

A few of us met up with Port Phillip EcoCentre earlier
in the month to check out the litter at St Kilda West
Beach. Our Victorian Litter Action Alliance Litter
Champion, Donna Shiel, counted the nurdles we
collected and added our data to a UK database.
Check out http://www.nurdlehunt.org.uk and see our
first entry on the map!

Hobsons Bay City Council
Say NO to Plastic Bags Campaign
Last week a Plastic Bag Reduction and Recycling Report
was tabled in Council. The recommendations are:
• Wait until the Australian and Victorian government
initiatives are available for consideration
• Continue the ‘Say NO to Plastic Bags’ communication
campaign
• Investigate options to trial a Boomerang Bags
initiative in key shopping precincts led by community
organisations or businesses with Council support.
http://www.boomerangbags.org

This project is funded through the Victorian Government's Litter Hotspots Program.
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Conducting surveys to gather more evidence on litter sources and impacts on
marine life
Update from Peter (FOWW)
We are continuing our litter surveys and the survey of
local caught fish to see if any are ingesting plastic. To
date 57 specimens have been dissected, and no plastic
items found in the gut contents. The specimens
included 36 snapper, 14 flathead, 3 salmon, 2 trevally,
1 whiting, and 1 pike, and were made available by
members of the Williamstown and Newport Anglers
Club.
Harry has suggested that we develop our relationship
with recreational fishing groups to promote good litter
management. We could ask to show the Baykeeper
DVD at local clubs and get their views on how to
minimise the number of fishing-related items on our
beaches such as single-use bait bags. If you have any
fisherman friends that would like to help, please let us
know.

Pelicans hanging out
at the Anglers Club.
An interesting read about
microplastics:
http://theconversation.com/farmore-microplastics-floating-inoceans-than-thought-51974

Investigating waterways and drainage systems that may transport litter into the
Bay and onto Wader Beach.

Update from Nick (JMSCG/FOWW)
We visited the Gross Pollutant Trap (number 15 on our list of
24) at Altona Beach on a rainy day. It is difficult to gauge how
effective this trap is. Not only are the gaps in the trap large
but the water flow appears to be restricted. The street drain
only a few metres away was overflowing.
It’s time to seek more information from Hobsons Bay City
Council and Melbourne Water. We need to find out how these
GPTs are supposed to work and how they are maintained.
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Raising awareness in the local community of the impacts of litter and what they
can do to help.
Update from Marilyn
Marise checks the footpath to
Newport station regularly. ‘This
area along the pipes and drain is
littered with cigarette butts, plastic
drink bottles, cans and other
rubbish. Obviously people are
throwing their butts in this area
before catching the train.’

Marise and Harry have provided
some good ideas this month. I
like the idea of a sign showing
sites with and without litter as
Harry suggested. Could be
useful for Marise’s site too.
Are there other areas in
Hobsons Bay that need
recycling bins? Let us know and
we will ask Council for more
recycling bins.
Now that HBCC has accepted
the Plastic Bag Report, we will
talk to them about approaching
businesses in the area to reduce
single-use plastic bags. Email
waderbeach@gmail.com if you’d
like to help.

Harry and 3016 Beach Patrol provided some suggestions for
improvements at Williamstown Beach:
•
•

•
•

Provide recycling bins at Williamstown Beach.
A sign and accessible bin on the rocks where people sit
with photos of the spot between the rocks with and without
rubbish so it's easy to see the difference.
Connect with businesses along the beach and encourage
them to use less plastic, especially take away items.
Bins on the beach itself in the summer.

Strengthening partnerships and identifying responsibilities for reducing litter
into the future.
Team Leader: Nicko Lunardi
We had a great night at the North Western Shorelines get-together on the 23rd May. Neil Blake, the
Baykeeper, started the evening by talking about the Baykeeper Education Program.
14 groups were represented by 23 attendees. Apologies were received from another 5 groups that
couldn’t make it on the night. It was a great networking opportunity with each group being invited to
share their news and ideas. If you would like to know more about the meeting, email us at
waderbeach@gmail.com

Community group
representatives from
the North Western
Shorelines of Port
Phillip.
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Please come and help us!
Wader Beach project team
The Wader Beach project team meets regularly to ensure that the overall
project is progressing well and to manage any changes in our tasks. We
welcome any of our volunteers to join our project team.
Current members of the Wader Beach project team are:
Marilyn Olliff (FOWW) Project coordinator and team leader for
- Lorem Ipsum
community awareness-raising.
Nicko Lunardi (Scab Duty) Events Manager
Peter Smith (FOWW) Team leader for litter surveys and impact
investigations
Nick Olliff (FOWW/JMSCG) Team leader waterway investigations
Ian Rae (FOWW President)
David Speller (JMSCG President)
If you would like to join the project team, please contact us at
waderbeach@gmail.com

Follow us on facebook:

www.facebook.com/FOWWInc

There are more than just birds and
crabs at Wader Beach.

Can you identify this wasp-like
creature? It was about 3 cm long.

How about these molluscs found
during our first bivalve survey?
Can you name them?
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