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Mid-Year Progress Report
The Wader Beach team is required to submit a project progress
report to the Metropolitan Waste Resource and Recovery Centre
before 31 July 2016. Completing the report is helpful in reviewing
progress and looking at what has worked and what hasn’t.

JMSCG

We have made good progress with all our surveys and are on
track to develop some very useful reports to inform Council and
other agencies on litter issues by April 2017.
Our litter reporters using the VLAA rating tool noted that generally
only low levels of litter were in their areas. In addition, Around
Williamstown, the newspaper that was to publish our monthly
reports, discontinued in March leaving us without a media outlet.
We are currently exploring other ways of raising awareness in the
local community, including assisting with the Hobsons Bay’s Say
NO to plastic bags campaign.

T

Our other awareness raising activities have been very successful,
one highlight being the Plastic Free July Trivia Night hosted by
Anthony Hill of Plastic Pollution Solutions and organised by Nicko
and Erin.
Nicko, Baykeeper Ambassador for the North Western Shorelines,
and Erin, Melbourne Coordinator Sea Shepherd Marine Debris
Team, have been active throughout July raising awareness about
avoiding single use plastic.
Special thanks
and
congratulations to
Nicko and Erin for
spreading the
word to the wider
community every
single day
throughout Plastic
Free July!

This project is funded through the Victorian Government's Litter Hotspots Program.
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Conducting surveys to gather more evidence on litter sources and impacts on
marine life
Recent storms
and strong
tides have
washed the
seagrass
further up the
beach to form
large mounds
that trap the
litter.

Scouring from
wave action
may be
exposing
previously
buried litter.

Update from Peter (FOWW)
Overall the total number of litter items has
gradually decreased this year. Polystyrene
and plastic items account for 77-100% of all
litter items.
Broken-glass (green, brown, and clear) was
once again the dominant item (67 pieces) at
the Middle-Lower quadrat, accounting for 96%
of items (the other 4% was pottery). The
number of pieces of broken-glass has
increased steadily from February to July in this
one area. This part of the beach shows
increasing scouring from wave action with
sand disappearing to be replaced by shingle,
possibly exposing broken-glass that had been
buried. Many of the glass pieces look like they
have been there for a while.

Investigating waterways and drainage systems that may transport litter into the
Bay and onto Wader Beach.
Update from Nick (JMSCG/FOWW)
Two gross pollutant traps were investigated this month. GPT 21
(off Merton St) and GPT 22 (off Sloane Ct) both feed into
Skeleton Creek. Both traps were in good repair and easily
accessible. The traps had litter in them but a stream of litter
downstream was observed in both cases.

Swale at GPT 21 off
Merton Street, Altona
Meadows

At each trap there was dense reed growth in the swales and,
while this does not actually clog the outlets, they may be
contributing to back flow in heavy rain. Two nearby storm water
drains either side of GPT 21 had a similar build up of litter.

GPT 22 off Sloan
Court, Altona
Meadows
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Raising awareness in the local community of the impacts of litter and what they
can do to help.
If you don’t want to pick up litter,
count plastic pieces or peer down
drains, perhaps our veggie bag
knitting is for you!

Update from Marilyn
A review of our litter reporting
data so far made us rethink this
task. Both Around Williamstown
and the Hobsons Bay Leader
have closed leaving us with the
problem of finding alternative
media outlets.
Several actions will be followed
up from recommendations made
by the litter reporters:
• Provide observations of
litter bin maintenance in
fishing spots to HBCC.
• Ask HBCC to install
more cigarette butt bins
near Newport Station.
• Visit and talk to local
fishing clubs about
fishing-related litter.

The Loom Room community craft group is working with Hobsons
Bay City Council, the Altona Village Traders Association, the
CWA, Altona Men’s shed, Plastic Bag Free Inner West and the
Wader Beach volunteers to introduce Boomerang Bags to our
local area. Boomerang bags are reusable bags in open boxes in
shopping areas. Bags will be freely available for everyone to
borrow and return next time they shop.
There will be an informal knitting workshop on Wednesday 3rd
August to learn to knit and make bags for vegetables.
On Wednesday 10th August, Tania and Jordyn, Co-Founders of
Boomerang Bags will be at the Loom Room to tell us about the
Boomerang Bags initiative and show us how to make them. Find
out more about Boomerang Bags at www.boomerangbags.org.au
Seniors Community Centre, Corner of Melbourne Road and

Strengthening partnerships and identifying responsibilities for reducing litter
into the future.
Team Leader: Nicko Lunardi
This month has been very hectic, stretching from 24th June to 7th August to spread the word about
Plastic Free July! We began with a Trivia Night at the end of June followed by film nights, interviews
and daily social media tips for avoiding single use plastic and will finish with our Winter Clean up at
Wader Beach on Sunday 7th August.
Anthony Hill of Plastic Pollution Solutions was quizmaster and entertainer at the fully booked trivia night.
A great time was had by all and we hope to get
Anthony back for more events later this year.
Check out
https://www.facebook.c
om/scabduty to see
what else has been
happening during PFJ.

Marilyn shows off her reusable bag to Dale
from ‘Plastic Free Victoria’ at a showing of the
movie ‘Bag it”

Winners of the trivia night were the ‘Jawboners’
masterminds from BeachPatrol Altona 3018 and
Williamstown 3016 and friends!
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Please come and help us!
Wader Beach project team
The Wader Beach project team meets regularly to ensure that the overall
project is progressing well and to manage any changes in our tasks. We
welcome any of our volunteers to join our project team.
Current members of the Wader Beach project team are:
Marilyn Olliff (FOWW) Project coordinator and team leader for
- Lorem Ipsum
community awareness-raising.
Nicko Lunardi (Scab Duty) Events Manager
Peter Smith (FOWW) Team leader for litter surveys and impact
investigations
Nick Olliff (FOWW/JMSCG) Team leader waterway investigations
Ian Rae (FOWW President)
David Speller (JMSCG President)
If you would like to join the project team, please contact us at
waderbeach@gmail.com

Follow us on facebook:

www.facebook.com/FOWWInc

Don’t forget the Winter Clean Up Sunday 7th August
10am to 3pm.
Jawbone Reserve, Crofton Drive, Williamstown
Free BBQ and a visit from the Connies for the kids.

Wader Beach Project Partners
Protecting the local flora and fauna from our wastes
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