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Winter Clean Up
Thanks to everyone for a very successful day! Over 90
volunteers came to help us clean up Wader Beach before the
migratory birds fly in from the Arctic next month.

T

We collected over 30 bags of rubbish - 364kg by weight. The litter
included almost 1,600 pieces of plastic food packaging along with
the usual stuff such as straws, balloons, drink bottles etc.
Fishing waste included 85 bait and tackle bags, 11 fishing rods,
16 lures and 540 pieces of rope. The pieces of rope are most
likely cut from bait boxes or similar but we haven’t yet found out
why.
Any ideas on
how to help
fishermen use
less rope?
Or avoid single
use plastic bait
bags?

Special thanks again to the Sea Shepherd Marine Debris Team
for helping us out.

WELL DONE EVERYONE!!
This project is funded through the Victorian Government's Litter Hotspots Program.
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Conducting surveys to gather more evidence on litter sources and impacts on
marine life
Update from Peter (FOWW)
At the start of the survey in 2014 we noted that there had been a huge build
up of litter at Wader Beach over many years. We cleared the survey quadrats
of litter and then recorded the number and type of items collected on a
monthly basis. This litter is blown or washed up into the quadrats or may be
previously buried items revealed by wave action moving the sand and
seagrass. The amount of litter blown into the quadrats may be reduced as a
result of our beach clean ups.

Peter replaces the
teddy bear transect
marker after an
enthusiastic volunteer
collected it as litter/

This chart
shows the
decline in the
average
number of
items collected
per quadrat this
year.
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Investigating waterways and drainage systems that may transport litter into the
Update from Nick (JMSCG/FOWW)
This month we revisited Skeleton Creek for another check of
the Gross Pollutant Traps (GPTs). We walked from Bruce
Comben reserve to the start of Cheetham wetlands to check
GPTs 19-24. The GPTs in last month’s update were numbered
incorrectly. GPT 22 is at the end of Merton Street and GPT 21
is on Markham Way just south of Sloan Court.
The two GPTs closest to Cheetham Wetlands (GPT 23 and
GPT 24) have simple and secure nets in place that trap litter.

The net across GPT 23
seems to be quite
effective.

Melbourne Water’s GPT (GPT 22) at
the end of Merton Street, Altona has
shiny new padlocks indicating that it
is regularly maintained.
The bars across the outlet are just
close enough to stop cans escaping.
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Raising awareness in the local community of the impacts of litter and what they
can do to help.
Update from Marilyn
Boomerang Bags in Hobsons
Bay got off to a great start at the
Loom Room with a visit from the
Co-founders Tania and Jordyn
from the Gold Coast. Lots of
helpers for all stages - cutting,
ironing, pinning, stitching and
overlocking enabled us to set up
a production line!

Roberto the Connie engaging with Nicko
and Harry at the Winter Clean up. (Photo:
Colleen Miller)

We were fortunate to have the
Connies at our winter clean up
to entertain and inform
volunteers of all ages. Roberto
entertained us with stories
about our local natural
environment and distributed
beautifully crafted collectable
cards of local fauna and
environmental issues.
Thanks Roberto!

Sharon from Altona Village
traders Association and friends
on the production line.

Roberto’s knowledge of our
natural environment and the
Connies cards are amazing!

Strengthening partnerships and identifying responsibilities for reducing litter
into the future.
Team Leader: Nicko Lunardi
During Plastic Free July many of us participated in a range of events to bring the issues of single use
plastic to the wider community. We are hoping that people will continue to refuse single use plastic in
the future.
Plastic Bag Free Victoria achieved some high level awareness-raising by
handing over an amazing 11,600 signatures to apply more pressure to the
State Government on banning single use plastic bags.
Presenting the petition to State Parliament (photo: Nicko)

Nearer to home, Hobsons Bay City Councillors voted unanimously to adopt the following
recommendations:
1. Review Council’s internal processes and purchasing of single use plastics with a view to leading by
example by reducing or eliminating single use plastic within the organisation.
2. Review Council’s event guide, conditions of use for markets, and recreation facility short term hire and
long term lease agreements to encourage and, where possible, prescribe the reduction or elimination of
single use plastics and report back to Council in the first quarter of 2017.
3. Consider single use plastics in a review of Council’s Waste and Litter Management Plan during 2016-17.
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Please come and help us!
Wader Beach project team
The Wader Beach project team meets regularly to ensure that the overall
project is progressing well and to manage any changes in our tasks. We
welcome any of our volunteers to join our project team.
Current members of the Wader Beach project team are:
Marilyn Olliff (FOWW) Project coordinator and team leader for
- Lorem Ipsum
community awareness-raising.
Nicko Lunardi (Scab Duty) Events Manager
Peter Smith (FOWW) Team leader for litter surveys and impact
investigations
Nick Olliff (FOWW/JMSCG) Team leader waterway investigations
Ian Rae (FOWW President)
David Speller (JMSCG President)
If you would like to join the project team, please contact us at
waderbeach@gmail.com

Follow us on facebook:

www.facebook.com/FOWWInc

Watch out for details about our community event in late November in next
month’s update. Please join us - it will be a great day to meet our partners
and join in the activities at Jawbone reserve!

Hard at work at the winter clean up.
(Photo: Colleen Miller)
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