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Changing behavior step by step.
Remember that shocking photo we took back in 2014
that started it all?

Wader
Beach at
its worst in
June 2014!
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T

We have made great progress in cleaning up Wader
Beach but unless we can change our throwaway
mentality, the tides and winds will just keep bringing
the litter back to our beach.
We are in the process of developing ideas and
activities to get the message out to the wider
community. If you would like to help, please contact
us at waderbeach@gmail.com . We aim to hold
community events with our partners to promote Plastic
Free July. Even just taking the first step of giving up
single use plastic bags can make a difference.

Hobsons Bay City Council is
encouraging all residents
to say 'no' to plastic
bags, and start using
reusable bag options
when shopping.

Say YES to reuseables!
This project is funded through the Victorian Government's Litter Hotspots Program.
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Conducting surveys to gather more evidence on litter sources and impacts on
marine life
Update from Peter (FOWW)
Williamstown and Newport Anglers Club held a
fishing competition last weekend and invited me to
come down during the fish cleaning. I collected gut
samples from 15 fish:
3 flathead,
1 whiting, and
11 snapper.
No plastic items in any of the guts, but some
interesting content: small whole fish partially
digested, lots of invertebrate parts - bivalves and
crustacea, squid bait on a hook. Wader Beach has
been invited back to examine more fish guts.
The monthly surveys at Wader Beach are
continuing – please let us know if you would like to
join us.

A pied stilt feeding at
Wader Beach.

Investigating waterways and drainage systems that may transport litter into the
Bay and onto Wader Beach.
Update from Nick (JMSCG/FOWW)
A lovely walk for three of us around Cherry
Lake did not reveal the two gross pollutant
traps shown on the council map. However,
there were extensive wetlands where Cherry
Creek enters the lake. The reeds will trap litter
before it enters the lakes. No signs of the
northern GPT were found; we will check the
map with the council waste unit to see if we
can locate it.
Wetlands at the
western inlet to
Cherry Lake.

Cherry Creek
upstream of
Cherry Lake.
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Raising awareness in the local
community of the impacts of litter
and what they can do to help.
Update from Marilyn.
Our litter reporters (Sylvia, Jill, Marise and
Philippa) continue to monitor their areas with
mixed findings. We are re-directing some of
our efforts into gathering information for
HBCC on the status of litter and litter bins in
our hotspots.
The group is now considering actions to
encourage people to refuse single use plastic
bags in the lead up to Plastic Free July.
Check it out at
http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/thechallenge.html
Using grant funds, we will have some
reusable bags printed to give away outside
local supermarkets.
Keep a look out for the poster on the right. It
was used to raise awareness in Papua New
Guinea and now we have permission to use it
here as part of our campaign.

Team Leader: Nicko Lunardi
On 23rd May we will be having a get together for all
like-minded groups from the north-western
shoreline of the Bay. It will be a great opportunity
to network and share ideas and news on current
projects. Invitations will be sent out early May.

Strengthening partnerships and
identifying responsibilities for
reducing litter into the future.

Neil Blake, the Baykeeper, will also be there to
update us on the Baykeeper Education Program for
Port Phillip.
The Senate inquiry into the threat of marine plastic
pollution in Australia is now complete. Read it at

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business
/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Comm
unications/Marine_plastics/Report
The report makes many recommendations
including calling on all States to ban single-use
plastic bags. Let’s keep the pressure up to
make sure it happens!

Last week Donna Shiel , VLAA Litter Champion,
came along for an interesting morning with
Conversations for the Curious. There was lots of
interest in plastic pollution and how to revert back
to a life without single use plastic!
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Please come and help us!
Wader Beach project team
The Wader Beach project team meets regularly to ensure that the overall
project is progressing well and to manage any changes in our tasks. We
welcome any of our volunteers to join our project team.
Current members of the Wader Beach project team are:
Marilyn Olliff (FOWW) Project coordinator and team leader for
- Lorem Ipsum
community awareness-raising.
Nicko Lunardi (Scab Duty) Events Manager
Peter Smith (FOWW) Team leader for litter surveys and impact
investigations
Nick Olliff (FOWW/JMSCG) Team leader waterway investigations
Ian Rae (FOWW President)
David Speller (JMSCG President)
If you would like to join the project team, please contact us at
waderbeach@gmail.com

Follow us on facebook:

www.facebook.com/FOWWInc

One of the larger birds we are
trying to help through our litter
hotspots project.
A young pacific gull, Larus
pacificus, resting on the rocks off
Wader Beach during low tide. The
adults are white with black wings.
This species has the most robust
bill of any gull and is easily
identified by the bright scarlet tip.
Lets hope he or she doesn’t get
tangled up with our litter!
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