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Visit by Philippines Water
Engineers
Two Philippina engineers who were inAustralia
under an exchange program organised by
Melbourne Rotary paid us a visit to see what had
been done about stormwater management in this
part of the City of Hobsons Bay. It was a hot
day but we walked them the length of the
Jawbone and pointed out the major engineering
works that are prevent litter making its way into
the lakes. There were hundreds of birds in the
water and some quail running through the bushes
on land. One of the things that showed the
starkest difference between their country and
hours was the availability of potable water from a
tap in the Reserve! The co-ordinator of their
visit, Alan Seale (ex-Orica) wrote in the
following terms to express their thanks: I just
wanted to thank you for hosting Marife, Lzl and I
on Wednesday last. It was a completely different
slant on resource management from the rest of
the teams visits and very refreshing, particularly
the communityinvolvement. The members have
commented several times during the visit on how
lucky we are inAustralia because of all the
material resources we have. This was a bit
different and shows the power of volunteerism something Rotarians reallybelieve in. I think
they took something away from what you guys
have done.

Sunday August 27th – Family Day
Planting - and Barbecue lunch

This is also flat-headed
the occasiongudgeon
of our
80-130 mm

AGM
at 1230

(don't miss out!)
Nominations are called for positions
on the Committee. Our rules indicate
that the committee stand down each
year. Their positions are thus vacant
for any nominees. However, they are
willing to continue should there be no
nominees for the positions.
A NOMINATION FORM CAN BE
FOUND ON THE PACK PAGE OF
THIS NEWSLETTER
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Wader Beach project.
The Wader Beach litter hotspots project
has finally come to an end after nearly 2
and a half years.
We began at the end of July 2014 with a
photo of the litter building up on Wader
Beach. Due to the environmental
sensitivity of the area, no mechanised
vehicles are allowed access so clean up
has to be done by hand.
The Victorian Government Litter
Hotspots program provided funding for
us to try to solve the problem.
We found that the debris on the beach consisted mainly of small plastic pieces from bags, bottles, food
containers and other plastic waste slowly disintegrating into bite-sized pieces for the local fauna.The
waste is washed up by tidal action, winds, storms and flows down local waterways. The clockwise
currents in the Bay bring the waste onto the shore to be trapped by the curve of the shoreline.
In others words it comes from everywhere around the Bay! The only long-term solution is to avoid
generating the waste in the first place. To address this we held many activities around Hobsons Bay to
spread the message of waste reduction.
Since the beginning of 2016, with help from Friends of Greenwich Bay, Jawbone Marine Sanctuary Care
Group, 3016 Beach Patrol, Scab Duty, Sea Shepherd Marine Debris Team and Port Phillip Eco-Centre
we:
· Clocked up over $65,000 worth of volunteer hours
· Collected a years worth of litter survey data as evidence for policy makers
· Picked up over 1.3 tonnes of rubbish plus over 170 unweighed bags of litter
· Worked with over 350 volunteers at major clean ups
· Organised 24 activities in Hobsons Bay to reduce waste
· Attended numerous events in other areas to learn and share our experiences
· Inspected 24 gross pollutant traps (GPTs) in Hobsons Bay
Our report is available in full on our website at http://www.friendsofwilliamstownwetlands.org.au/
index.php/litter-project
Following the recommendations made in our report, we are pleased to report on the following outcomes.
· The status report on Gross Pollutant Traps has been passed to the engineering team in Council to
inform them about the current status of 24 GPTs.
· The Hobsons Bay Boomerang Bags initiative is having a big impact in reducing the use of singleuse shopping bags, particularly at Coles in Altona. The project is ongoing.
· With the help of evidence gathered during the project by all our partners, HBCC is working with
VRFish (Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body) and Fishcare to discuss possibilities of a
joint project to tackle fishing litter across Williamstown and Hobsons Bay.
· A recommendation from our report about the need for litter management at JT Gray Reserve at
Maddox Road has been forwarded to our City Services department for review and comment.
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Little Eagle
The Little Eagle lives up to its name; it is a small
eagle, similar in size to the kites, but with a more
compact and powerful build. It is a mostly solitary
bird that lives in open, wooded habitats over most
ofAustralia. It is a fast and agile hunter eating
mostly birds and rabbits captured in a stoop or by
dropping feet first on to its pray after hovering into
the wind.
There has been a Little Eagle regularly at Jawbone
recently. It has been observed feasting on Silver
Gull. Keep an eye out for this small Eagle.
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Planting at Jawbone in 2017
For those of you who have been involved with the
friends group for more than 10 years you will remember
all those wonderful days planting on the mound along
the back of the lake on National Tree Day and down at
Wader Beach planting along the small dune at the back
of the beach. All this under the auspices of Parks
Victoria and the guiding hand of Peter Johnston.
Well now we are back there again!!! Parks Victoria has
convinced the government to give them a little cash for
on ground work. So money has been spent on weed
control and we are back on the mound doing some
replacement planting. Some 500 plants will go in this
year which should, in time provide improved habitat for
Jawbone’s wildlife.
We are working under the watchful eye of Dave Moore,
ranger in charge at Williamstown. There should be
more planting on the south side of the lakes in the years
to come. It is so good to be back there again. Come
along and help out, we will be there again in June this
year and then at least 3 times next year.
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Citizen of the Year Visits the Newport Hub
At the invitation of the Mayor, the young citizen and I had a guided tour of
the new Hub at Newport.
The venue for the meeting was theAspire Learning Lab., upstairs and
from there we did the tour. It was quite spectacular. We saw counselling
and consultation suites, group activity rooms and a music facility where
people can play (jam) together and even record their work.
Apart from the Mayor our hosts were the manager of FamilyYouth and
Children’s Services, the Co-ordinator of Youth Services and the Youth
Digital and Content Officer.
As you can see from the above, we were focusing on youth and I was a
little out of my depth but what I got was the message that if we want to
engage these people in our activities, we need to direct our message to
them via the so-called social media.
They have not been in Newport long but are developing a website which
can be accessed via the Council site.
Their programme is called UP.
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More Stormwater Coming Our Way
No, it’s not about climate change but, in manyways, its opposite – urban development.There is
a parallel, however, with the adage that it’s an ill wind that blows nobodyanygood.The fact is
that a great arrayof hard surfaces in the form of roads and roofs will be constructed at two sites
on the north side of Kororoit Road. The caravan park is alreadybeing dismantled and the site
will be used for housing; an aged-care facilitywill be built on the next block to the west, one that
has not been used in recent years. Stormwater from these two developments will flow into a new
covered drain that replaces the open Challis Drain. It seems that the drain will continue to deliver
stormwater to the lagoon in the Paisley-Challis Wetland on the south side of the road. There
could be even more input if there is construction on another block, the one facing Maddox and
Kororoit Creek Roads, where horses have grazed for many years. It’s for sale, and the horses
have moved to the old Rowden’s dairypaddock on the south-west corner of Kororoit Creek
and Millers Roads. At theminute the level ofthe PaisleyChallis lagoonis maintained by
discharge ofsaline water from the treatment plant behind the cemeterythat is cleaningup after
the Exxon-Mobil petrol leak of the last decade.This supplyto ‘our’lagoon will cease, but not
for awhileyet, after which thewaterlevel in thelagoon will again bedetermined byintermittent
supplyafter rain events, as is the case with the main Jawbone lakes.
IR
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Friends ofWilliamstownWetlands
Nomination Form
Committee of Management 2017-2018

I hereby nominate (Name)……………………………..........................................…..
For the position of ………………………………………………........................……
Proposed by: …………………………………………….......................……………..
Seconded by:………………………………………….......................……………….
I accept this nomination for the above position
(Signature of nominee)………………………………….....……..Date……………..
(Return to Secretary

Friends of Williamstown Wetlands Inc.

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE FOR THE YEAR 2017 -18
FRIENDS OF WILLIAMSTOWN WETLANDS -- ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
NAME: ___________________________________________________
ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________
POSTCODE: _______________

TELEPHONE: _______________________

Receipt Number: ___________________

Send your $15(fam), $10.00(sing.) or $5(con.) subscription to Treasurer or
Membership Secretary. Ph. 9397 2358

