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Red-kneed Dotterel
This small, very attractiveAustralian endemic is an opportunist and a nomad. It has a great liking for
shallow water and is not shy; it has a preference for standing in open water rather than on land. If you
are lucky enough to get a good view of the bird without muddy legs it really does have conspicuous red
‘knees’.

It has always been classified in a genus of its own but recent work now suggests that it is even further
removed from other small plovers and Dotterels and is, in fact, a small Lapwing.

It is a bird that is often found on shallow ephemeral lakes. However at Paisley/Challis Wetlands and
along Kororoit Creek it frequents the tidal mudflats. So keep an eye out for it at low tide next time you
visit.
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27th July
National Tree Day
FOWWAGM at 11:30am
Altona Coastal Park, Gate next to the
Pines Scout Camp, Altona Road,
Seaholme.Melways ref 55 B9
10am to 1pm

Nomination forms
on the back page

ACTIVITY
DAYS 2014
DATE

TIME

PLACE

ACTIVITY

MAY 25

10AM - NOON

Paisley Challis Wetlands, corner of Maddox Planting & boardwalk
Rd and Grey Reserve Rd
construction
Williamstown.
Melway 55F8

JUNE 29

10AM - NOON

Jawbone
Paisley/Challis
Arboretum,
Wetland, corner of
Rifle
Range
Maddox
Rd Reserve
and Grey Reserve Rd
Williamstown
Williamstown
Melway
Melway55J10
56F8

Planting &
waterwatch

JULY 27

10AM - NOON

Altona Coastal Park
Gate next to Pines Scout Camp
Altona Rd, Seaholme
Melway 55B9

National Tree Day
FOWW AGM at
11.30AM

AUGUST 24

10AM - NOON

Paisley Challis Wetlands, corner of Maddox Planting & boardwalk
Rd and Grey Reserve Rd
construction
Williamstown.
Melway 55F8

SEPTEMBER
28

10AM - NOON

Paisley Challis Wetlands, corner of Maddox Maintenance &
Rd and Grey Reserve Rd
boardwalk
Williamstown.
construction
Melway 55F8

OCTOBER
26

10AM - NOON

Jawbone Arboretum,
Rifle Range Reserve
Williamstown
Melway 55J10

Maintenance &
waterwatch

NOVEMBER
30

2PM - 4PM

Jawbone Arboretum,
Rifle Range Reserve
Williamstown
Melway 55J10

Coastal walk &
talk
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Bird Hide Paisley/Challis Wetland
The grant that the friends’ group got last year from Communities for Nature to undertake
works at Paisley/Challis Wetland has now all been spent. There is a new path from the
car park to the bird hide and lots of new plants that have survived summer and are doing
very well.
The bird hide has been improved and refurbished with steps, a shelf, a gravel base and
most exciting of all a wonderful new sign to help you identify the birds you might see. It
is well worth going down to the end of Maddox Road to have a look. It is a very
interesting and peaceful spot with lots of birds.
This year we hope to get some more money to continue the work at this site. We would
like to continue the path as far as Paisley Drain and then loop it around the back of the
Melaleucas. Also install another sign about the saltmarsh and plant more plants to
further improve habitat for wildlife.
There is a calendar of activity days available. So come down and help out on one of our
Sundays.
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What you can see from the new bird-hide

Workers at the new
bird-hide
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FOWW Final Activity Day
for 2013
Libby Rigby, Conservation Ranger at
Hobsons Bay City Council wove some
magic for Friends of Williamstown
Wetlands 2013 final activity day. Libby and
her family transformed the nursery shed
at the Bayview Street campus of
Williamstown High School into a native
wild-life display.
Guests at the event learnt about the
importance of maintaining local habitats to
encourage and sustain the variety of
animals, birds and plants that make
Hobsons Bay their home.
Libby does a great job in Hobsons Bay and
we think her daughter has the potential to
take on her Mum’s role in the future.
Above: secret business at the
back of the rereshment tent

Left: Earnest talks with Cr. Altair

Right:
More talking
with the display
in the background
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Friends of Williamstown Wetlands Waterwatch program
Our Waterwatch program is divided into two parts, physical/chemical testing and macro invertebrate
sampling.

Testing physical and chemical properties

The results from the samples collected in 2013 were
similar to the 2012 results, indicating that the water
quality in the Jawbone lakes is generally good. These
tests, done in accordance with Melbourne Water’s
Waterwatch program include turbidity, dissolved
oxygen, phosphates, ammonia, pH and temperature.
We collect these results to observe long term trends in
water quality. This is particularly helpful for looking at
the impacts of any future development in the area.
Short-term contamination due to heavy rainfall and
Pond dipping.
urban runoff
is likely to be missed as we are only able to sample a few
times a year.

The tiny creatures that live in the lakes give us a better
insight into the ongoing water quality, so we have increased
our activities around pond dipping to collect, identify and
count bugs. One of the interesting things we found in 2013
was that the range of species varies depending on the
sampling point. Some bugs are more sensitive than others
to water quality, we found the sensitive beetle larvae and
water mites in the middle lake, but not in the lake near theArboretum.
We found damselfly nymphs in theArboretum lake, they are more
tolerant even though they look very delicate.
Find out more about the damselfly life cycle at http://
australianmuseum.net.au/image/Damselfly-life-cycle
We collected a wide variety of species to display at our Open Day in
October 2013, including water boatman, backswimmers, freshwater
shrimps, flatworms and damselflylarvae.
During the year we caught a few mosquito fish Gambusia holbrooki these are introduced species that
compete with native fish. However we did catch one flat-headed gudgeon Philypnodon grandiceps,
these native fish were introduced into the lakes in 1997, so it is good to see that they are surviving.
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Clean Up Australia
The 2014 Clean Up took on Sunday 2 March, 10am to noon, at the Paisley-Challis Wetlands. A good
deal of urban rubbish - plastic, paper, bottles and cans - is washed into stormwater channels and finds
its way down the two streams that nourish the wetland. An annual clean-up is needed and the Hobsons
Bay City Council provided a skip for the rubbish. It’s at least fifteen years that we have held a Clean
UpAustralia event, first at the Jawbone, sometimes along the coast, and in recent years at PaisleyChallis.

Jawbone Reserve Vegetation Management Plan
The Vegetation Management Plan for the Jawbone Reserve has been completed and approved
by Hobsons Bay Council. You can access it on the Council website
(www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au) by writing ‘vegetation’ in the search box at top right. It’s a large
file, 22 Mb so download at your peril. As we saw in the draft, the plan treats each area of the
reserve separately and suggests suitable plantings. This final version is much better than the
draft, but how good it is will only be apparent once it is implemented. Some minor planting and
rejuvenation of garden beds around Crofton Drive, and behind the housing area. Plants from
the Primary and Supplemtary Planting Lists were used - including Rhagodia candollena,
Dianella brevicaulis, and some Acacia melaoxylon.
Some of the activity in the Reserve was not part of the Vegetation Management Plan - removal
of fencing in front of Waters Edge apartments, and replacement of degraded asphalt paths in
the open space by concrete.

New-tech tree-guards and
their application at the new
P.C. birdhide.
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Friends ofWilliamstownWetlands
Nomination Form
Committee of Management 2014-2015

I hereby nominate (Name)……………………………..........................................…..
For the position of ………………………………………………........................……
Proposed by: …………………………………………….......................……………..
Seconded by:………………………………………….......................……………….
I accept this nomination for the above position
(Signature of nominee)………………………………….....……..Date……………..
(Return to Secretary

Friends of Williamstown Wetlands Inc.
If not delivered return to:
20 Smith Ave. Williamstown 3016

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE FOR THE YEAR 2014 -15
FRIENDS OF WILLIAMSTOWN WETLANDS -- ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
NAME: ___________________________________________________
ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________
POSTCODE: _______________

TELEPHONE: _______________________

Receipt Number: ___________________

Send your $15(fam), $10.00(sing.) or $5(con.) subscription to Treasurer or Membership Secretary.

