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Calendar of events for 2016.
Date

Time

Place

Sunday
6th March

10:00 am12:00 pm

Wednesday
27th April

10:00 am12:00 pm

Sunday
29th May

10:00 am12:00 pm

Sunday
26th June

10:00 am12:00 pm

Sunday
24th July

10:00 am12:00 pm

Sunday
31st July
Sunday
28th
August

10:00 am12:00 pm
10:00 am12:00 pm

Paisley-Challis Wetlands
Cnr Maddox Road and Kororoit Creek
Road , Williamstown
Melways ref 55 F8
Jawbone Arboretum
Rifle Range Reserve
Park in Mullins Court
Melways ref 55 J10
Paisley-Challis Wetlands
Cnr Maddox Road and Kororoit Creek
Road, Williamstown
Melways ref 55 F8
Jawbone Arboretum
Rifle Range Reserve
Park in Mullins Court
Melways ref 55 J10
Paisley-Challis Wetlands Bird Hide
Cnr Maddox Road and Grey Reserve
Road, Williamstown
Melways ref 55 F8
Truganina Wetlands, Altona

Wednesday
5th
October

10:00 am12:00 pm

Sunday
27th
November

10:00 am12:00 pm

Paisley-Challis Wetlands
Cnr Maddox Road and Kororoit Creek
Road , Williamstown
Melways ref 55 F8
Jawbone Arboretum
Rifle Range Reserve
Park in Mullins Court
Melways ref 55 J10
Jawbone Arboretum
Rifle Range Reserve
Park in Mullins Court
Melways ref 55 J10

Litter Hotspot Program
Wader Beach for Birds not Litter
In 2015, following our litter surveys, we
developed an action plan for reducing litter in the
Bay. FOWW was awarded a second grant by the
Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery
Group to implement the action plan. We are
working in partnership with Jawbone Marine
Sanctuary Care Group, Scab Duty, 3016 Beach
Patrol and Friends of Greenwich Bay.
The action plan focuses on two key areas,
investigations around litter distribution and
raising awareness in the wider community about
reducing the amount of litter generated in the
first place.
Further information on our litter hotspots
program can be found at
www.friendsofwilliamstownwetlands.org.au

Activity
Clean up Australia Day

Bird and plant walk and
talk.
Waterwatch
Planting

Planting

Planting

National Tree day
Planting

Bird and plant walk and
talk.
Waterwatch
Coastal walk and talk

Funding from Coast Care
Friends of Williamstown Wetlands were pleased to be
awarded a Coast Care Victoria Community Grant in
2014. This has enabled us to do weed control and
further planting in Paisley/Challis Wetlands in the
vicinity of the birdhide and similar works along the
“goat track” near Eastern Beach.We have also
constructed an extension of the gravel path at
Paisley/Challis that directs visitors from the shared
trail on Maddox Road to the birdhide.The last phase
of this project is the installation of two interpretative
at Paisley/Challis. The first will explain the value of
the saltmarsh on the site while the second will be an
annotated map at the entrance just off the shared
trail.Come along to one of our planting days over the
next four months so you can have a look at the
project and help with its completion.
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BAYKEEPER CATCHMENT EDUCATION PROGRAM
As 2015 drew to a close, St Mary’s Primary School kindly hosted a Professional
Development evening in October for teaching staff at local primary and
secondary schools throughout Hobsons Bay. This event was held in
conjunction with Friends of Williamstown Wetlands, Port Phillip Baykeeper,
Port Phillip Eco Centre and Hobsons Bay Council.
The evening provided an opportunity for teachers to incorporate significant
landscapes and citizen science projects into their school’s curriculum. The 1.5
hour workshop included a screening of the Melbourne Bay Keepers film about
marine plastics in Port Phillip Bay, facilitator lead support for students from
the Port Phillip EcoCentre, provision of learning resources, ideas and
strategies to take action with marine debris, and a complimentary copy of the
Bay Keepers DVD (courteousy of FOWW).
Staff in attendance represented schools from Williamstown Secondary
College, Williamstown North Primary School, Williamstown Primary School
and Westbourne Grammar. Other attendees were parents, students and
interested community groups. It is anticipated that a schools environmental
network may develop in 2016 to enable schools to network strategies on
extending student awareness of plastic pollution on our beaches.
Hopefully Captain Trash’s “5 ARRRRRGH’S” Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Refuse
and Remove will also assist the cause!
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Esso Day of Caring
Each year the Esso company, part of the Exxon
Mobil group, organizes a Day of Caring, on which
employees work with community groups on
projects related to disability services, childcare,
heritage, conservation and environment. Groups
are invited to apply for a spot on the programme
and we were successful last year in an application
to get an Esso team to work at the Paisley-Challis
Wetlands. It was a hot day in November but they
were undeterred.
Some of our volunteers were employed at the
local refinery and lived in the area, while others
were from further afield. With an average age
lower than we find on our usual workdays, the
Esso people did a power of work: clearing rocks
and vegetation, moving gravel to form a new path,
and mulching the surrounds so that we could plant
there during the cooler and (hopefully) damper
months. Hobsons Bay Council staff members
were in attendance, too. They brought along a
water tanker and helped water some of our most
recent plantings.
The coastal and wetland environment was a
revelation to the Esso people, even those who live
in the area, so they learned a bit about the local
environment as well as making a substantial
contribution to its conservation and restoration.

Exxon Mobil pollution
remediation
Bringing contaminated groundwater to the surface
continues at the remediation site at the NW corner
of Williamstown Cemetery. It’s part of the cleanup required by EPA following the leakage of
petrol from the Altona-to-Yarraville pipeline that
was detected in 2003. The pumps work 24/7,
bringing up 20,000 L/hour so that petroleum
hydrocarbons can be removed. While some of the
treated water is reinjected, more than half has to
be disposed of in other ways. Although it’s
otherwise clean, the water is too saline to go
down the sewer and so it is directed down the
stormwater drains and ends up in the lagoon at the
Paisley-Challis Wetland. We’ll miss it when the
clean-up is finally completed and we return to
intermittent stormwater as the only input to the
lagoon. In the meantime, it’s a great bird habitat
and the salt helps to keep the weeds down.
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Spoonbills at Jawbone
Australia has two species of spoonbill both of which can be found at Jawbone. They are
the Royal Spoonbill and the Yellow-billed Spoonbill.
The spoon-shaped bill that makes this large bird remarkable is not just a decorative oddity.
They sweep their partly opened bills from side to side in shallow water looking for food.
This consists of small fish and crustaceans in the case of Royals and more usually insects in
the case of Yellows.
The Royal Spoonbill develops conspicuous flowing white head plumes when breeding, while
the Yellow-billed Spoonbill also develops plumes during breeding but on the breast rather
than the head. Both species nest in small colonies and build their nests in trees, often over
water.
At Jawbone the Royal Spoonbill is often observed feeding at low tide on the mudflats at the
mouth of Kororoit Creek. When the tide is high they like to roost on some of the rocky
islands in Jawbone Lakes or sometimes in Paisley/Challis Wetlands. The Yellow-billed
Spoonbill is less common at Jawbone, preferring smaller bodies of water inland such as
farm dams.
Enjoy these magnificent birds during a walk along the lakes or from the birdhide at Paisley/
Challis.

